Spring 2008 Newsletter

Chairman’s
message

Dear members and fire industry
colleagues,

Welcome to our new style newsletter!

I am now six months into my time as
Chairman of the BFC and, for those who
do not know me, | have been in the fire
protection industry for 19 years, initially
as a service engineer, working for both
national and independent companies. In
1996 | formed Castle Fire, which offers a
full range of fire protection services to a
wide variety of customers.

Itis my aim to try and circulate as much
relevant fire industry information as
possible to BFC members, and users of
their services, via this newsletter and

our new website - which we are currently
developing.

I would also like to ask any Consortium
members who have not yet attended one of
our quarterly meetings to try and find the
time to come along to the next one which
is being held on July 22nd at Stratford

on Avon. We always provide high quality
speakers who present useful information
to members on fire industry related topics.
The meetings are also a great opportunity
to meet the committee and to network
with fellow members. All of us on the BFC
Council look forward to seeing as many of
you as possible at the next meeting.

With best wishes

Colin Rhodes

Chairman

British Fire Consortium

The British Fire Consortium has launched a brand new website, designed to be a useful
resource for fire officers, facility managers, local authorities, architects and private
companies - in fact anyone who needs to specify or purchase fire safety services.

Between them, the 250 BFC member companies offer
fire risk consultancy as well as the supply, installation
and maintenance of fire extinguishers, fire alarms and
residential sprinkler systems. Other services include
the supply of emergency lighting systems, safety
signage, dry riser maintenance and staff fire training
including full evacuation exercises. Members are
located all over the UK.

The easy to navigate site lists contact information
for each member and there are also links to various
fire related organisations as well as to the full text of
The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005.
Dates and details of forthcoming BFC training courses
are also listed.




Major council
contract for
Safelincs

Cotswold Intumescent
launches new division
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detectomat

wireless detect

The Wire-Free alternative
to Conventional Fire Panels

A unique Wire-Free, Radio Fire System offering an alternative to
the costs, potential damage and business disruption associated
with installing Fire systems in existing buildings.

An ideal solution for retrofit and refurbishment applications in
small to medium sized enterprises including office buildings, listed
buildings, guest houses, restaurants, nursery schools, garages /
workshops, large houses and houses in multiple, occupation.

No Wires

No Mess

No Disruption

Just Quick & Stylish

detectomat GmbH

email: detectomat@leighandersonassociates.com
Fon: +44 (0) 1579 3217 50 - Fax: +44 (0) 8700 5247 03
www.detectomat.com
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Graham Newman, President,
British Fire Consortium, reports:

One of those major points is the proposed introduction of a National Examination Board. You may

have heard all sorts of rumours about this, but the original concept, as | proposed, was intended to
create parity between qualifications awarded by ourselves, IFEDA and the FIA. This proposal has now
mushroomed out of all recognition, as other interested parties have become involved and | am sorry to
say that at the time of writing, | (representing the BFC) cannot go along with the current proposals for
the NEB. Although | believe the NEB would have been beneficial in the form | originally proposed, | also
accept that our members are happy to continue to work within the current BFC examination framework.

Extinguisher manufacturers should be aware that BS EN 3 - 8 has been updated and re-issued.
BFC members who work to this standard can of course obtain copies through our Secretary with
a 50% discount.

Finally, | have said before that | could never see a European standard on the servicing of extinguishers
“in my lifetime”. Maybe that was a bit strong, as a European Technical Committee has now been formed
at the request of one member of the EU, to “unofficially” look into this possibility. With that in mind, five
countries sent technical experts to a recent meeting in Paris. Unfortunately | was unable to attend this
meeting on the Consortium’s behalf, but colleagues who did attend advised me that they did have a nice
chat. I think that's euro speak for not getting anywhere, but they have arranged another meeting for
November and | will ensure that | attend and report back.

BFC TRAINING COURSES

The British Fire Consortium has been reviewing its training services and can now provide the following courses:

EXTINGUISHER TECHNICIAN TRAINING EMERGENCY LIGHTING COURSE
4 day course including accredited Examination Emergency Lighting Systems to BS5266 parts 1,7 & 8 - 1 day

EXTINGUISHER TECHNICIAN REFRESHER COURSE TRAIN THE TRAINER COURSE

1 day - requirement to attend 3 yearly 3 day course designed to assist you in presenting good quality
Fire Warden courses.
FIRE ALARM COURSES

Modules 1 and 2 Commencing June 2008 additional modules will DRY RISER MAINTENANCE
be rolled out according to demand. All modules are 1 day unless 1 day course including practical onsite exercise
otherwise indicated.

M . P . FIRE SAFETY MANAGER

odule 1 Foundation Course in Fire alarm system design

Module 2 Maintenance of Systems to B55839:1 Module 1 Fire Risk Assessment 5 days
Module 3 Installation of systems to BS5839:1 Module 2 Managing Fire Safety 4 days
Module 4 Commissioning of systems to 5839:1

Module 5 Advanced design of systems to 5839:1

Module 6 Design of systems for dwellings to B55839:6 (Half-day)

Successful completion of both modules will qualify for membership
of the Institute of Fire Safety Managers at Technician Grade -

Tech IFSM. Holders of the NEBOSH Fire Safety Certificate may

also upgrade to TechIFSM by completing Module 1.

A training diary is currently in production and will be circulated to members and posted on the website at:
www.britishfireconsortium.org.uk. In the mean time, enquiries should be addressed to Ken Day, Training Officer on:
Telephone: 01743 248045, Mobile: 07801 388377 Email: bfc@florianfire.com




Bullet train depot armed against
fire thanks to EJP Fire Protection

by BFC Training Officer, Ken Day, FIFSM MCIPD MIIRSM

Portable fire extinguishers
in common areas of flats

Managing Director of Tonbridge based EJP, Andrew Portlock, said,
“Out of the blue we received a call from the consultants managing the
project for Hitachi, asking us to supply a quotation for the provision
and servicing of fire equipment for the Ashford maintenance facility.
We've subsequently supplied a range of mobile fire points combining
foam and COZ extinguishers along with 45 litre foam trolley units for
the main workshop where they will prep the trains. Wall mounted
foam and CO? units were provided for the offices and electrical sub
stations. We were delighted to be involved in such a prestigious
project and particularly pleased that Hitachi chose a local supplier.”

www.ejpfire.com

One has only to look at statistics for fires within flats to see that fire is a serious issue in this | ; l I I I
type of building. An examination of the origin of fire, cause of fire, fire spread and occupants’

reactions will, in many instances, demonstrate all too clearly the benefit of having first aid
firefighting equipment available. Special consideration may of course have to be given in

applied - these measures can be simply and effectively achieved.

some instance to the potential misuse of this equipment and appropriate security measures | ; Og e I

In the event, however, of fire/smoke spread and subsequent injuries to occupants in such a

building where first-aid firefighting provisions have not been made, or have been removed, it R l I I l I
is likely to be very difficult for the responsible person to demonstrate due diligence. It is likely |

that a case of having ‘failed to provide the premises to the extent that is appropriate with

appropriate fire fighting equipment’ could be proven.

The conclusions of a fire risk assessment will depend upon the skills and experience of
the assessor and it is the duty of the responsible person to ensure that the assessor has
the appropriate knowledge and degree of professionalism to complete the task effectively.

For the third year running,

BFC General Secretary,

Roger Chamberlain, completed
the London Marathon in a very

It is quite inconceivable that in other than very simple premises anyone is capable of commendable time (5.40). Roger
carrying out such an effective assessment on the basis of having completed a course of just who started running marathons
a few days duration. We should equally be aware of the capable professional who sees his at the age of 63, ran this year
primary role firstly and foremost as short-term protection of the corporate purse - to raise money for the National

a dangerous stance indeed.

Osteoparosis Society.




The British Fire Consortium

has linked up with Vulcan Fire
Training and the Institute of Fire
Safety Managers to provide a
pathway to professional fire safety
qualifications. The first successful
delegates to complete the Fire
Safety Manager Course, Phil
Harrison of Fire Protect and

Peter Cook of Cams Fire &
Security, have been presented
with their certificates and have
also been granted Membership

of the Institute of Fire Safety
Managers at Technician grade
with the entitlement to use the
post nominal TechIFSM. On
receiving his certificate Phil said,
“| found the course to be very

NEW PRODUCT

Frost Free
Co2 Horn

Available in two colours

Qty1-99 £1.75ea.
Box of 100 £1.60 ea.
Reduces the risk of user injury.
Simple to fix on existing appliances.

Order now from Cherry Parts on:
Tel: 0191 276 0458
Fax: 0191 276 0453

well presented, constructive
and informative and would
strongly recommend it to
BFC members who wish to
develop professionally in Fire
Safety Management”.

Email: sales@cherry-parts.co.uk

Steve Best (Jnr) of Newflame, Peterborough, has successfully
completed his Extinguisher Technician Course and was recently
presented with his certificate from BFC Training Officer Ken
Day. Steve, who obtained a merit in his examination, is the third
generation of his family to enter the business which was founded
by his grandfather (a founder member of the BFC) in 1972.

SF Fire Protection sponsors major
construction industry event

BFC member SF Fire Protection, has sponsored an important ‘Construction
Lunch’ organised by the Bradford and Leeds Chambers of Commerce. The
annual event brings together Leeds and Bradford construction industry
moguls who, this year listened to guest speaker, Stephen Talboys, Director of
Bradford Centre Regeneration, as he updated them on the progression of the
regeneration scheme.

SF’'s Marketing Manager, Charlotte Castle, said "We saw the event as a major
opportunity to get close to members of the construction industry based in, or interested
in, the Bradford and Leeds area. The construction industry is an important target for us
and this year there were 300 delegates at the lunch - the biggest number ever - and all
possible specifiers of our services.”

To celebrate its 35th anniversary this year, the company is also planning a busy
programme of events with local clubs and businesses to raise money for Cancer
Research UK, including a balloon race in conjunction with Brighouse Town Football Club
which the company sponsors.

SF was set up by Stanley Fluin, the uncle of the present MD, Kevin Stock, and has grown
from a one man operation into a 14 strong team which offers a raft of fire safety services
including fire extinguisher supply and maintenance, fire alarms, fire risk assessments
and most recently - CCTV servicing.

www.sffireprotection.co.uk

Engineer, Glen Harding, is part of the
SF Fire Protection team




BFC MEMBER PROFILE

Top: Paul, Arnold and
Mark Humphrey

Bottom: The company

has diversified into the
supply and service of
inflation cylinders for liferafts

Supplied by:
Please address membership or N

and all other enquiries to:

Roger Chamberlain,
General Secretary

British Fire Consortium
47 Poplar Avenue,

Hove, East Sussex BN3 8PX

Telephone: 01273 297274
Facsimile: 01273 297275
Email: secretariat@tbfc.org.uk

www.britishfireconsortium.org.uk
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